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An instinctive taste teaches men to build their 
churches with spire steeples which point as 
with a silent finger to the sky and stars.

~ Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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Welcome to St. Stephen’s Church!

We invite you to discover the beauty and history of our church and for those 

who seek, find a place of spiritual solace.  



 St. Stephen’s Church  was 
constructed between 1879 and  
1883.

 In 2018, St. Stephen’s Church is 
139 years old. 

 The  design of the church is 
based on a variation of the 
Roman Baroque theme. Similar 
constructions are found in many 
Quebec rural areas and including 
at least one church in Vermont.

 The building’s outer walls are of 
2-foot thick rubblestone behind 
the 4-inch thick outer finish of 
sandstone similar to the 
“Corkstown Road” type of stone 
used in the Parliament Buildings.



 Financial records show an amount 
was paid to Reverend Father      
Joseph Michaud de la Congrégation
de St. Viateur, l’architecte de la 
Cathédrale, who developed the 
architectural plans for the 
construction of the church. 

 Father Michaud was the architect     
of Our Lady, Queen of the World 
Cathedral in Montreal.

 Records indicate Mr.  Edward A. Mara, 
an architect then employed with the 
federal department of Public Works in 
Ottawa, was retained to oversee the 
construction.



Father Joseph Michaud
1822-1902

Born : Saint-Louis de Kamouraska, QC

Father Michaud was known as a self-
taught architect who studied the 
architecture of St. Peter’s in Rome.  His 
designs are found in churches in Quebec, 
BC and even in the state of Vermont. 

Find out more on Google.

Does this church’s façade remind you of St. Stephen’s? 

It should! St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral in Burlington, Vermont was founded in 
1850 as the first national French parish in New England.  Named as a Co-
Cathedral in October 1999  this church was also designed by Father Michaud. 

Photo used with permission of Fr. Dallas St. Peter, Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph Co-cathedral. 
http://www.stjosephvermont.com/index.php



 In 1895, the spire was built and installed 
by master carpenter, Richard Tobin.  

 The spire is a village landmark and at  
night when lit, a welcoming beacon seen 
from afar and  visible in the heart of the 
Chelsea village night scene. 



Till ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, 

A chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

~ H.W. Longfellow (excerpt from  Christmas Bells) 

The bell in the clocher (bell tower) 
came from the family-owned and run 
Paccard Bell Foundry, Annecy-le-
Vieux in France. 

The foundry, since 1796, is still in operation and 
family owned to this day. 



 The inscription on the church bell  
from Psalm 44:2  reads: “Eructavit
cor meum verbum bonum; dico
ego opera mea regi.” 

 English translation:  “My heart 
hath uttered a good word; I speak 
my works to the king.”



The upper inscription on the bell reads : 

“Sacré-Coeur de Jésus-Anne”

(as seen in previous slide)

Note the small Sacred Heart of Jesus icon etched 
on the road-facing side of the bell.   



Pictorial tour 

of the interior of 

St. Stephen’s Church
The nave of the church. The word "nave" is derived 
from the Latin word for ship, navis, and indicates the 
area where parishioners sit or stand.



The apse, derived the Latin word, apsis, meaning arch 
or vault , denotes the often domed, semicircular or 
polygonal termination where the altar is located. 

The altar and church sanctuary is the area where the 
Eucharistic sacrifice or consecration of the bread and 
wine takes place and is the focal point of the church.



View of the pulpit and in the background, the 
Tabernacle, where  the Blessed Sacrament is kept.

“Reference is made in the wardens' reports of 1882 
to the purchase of the altar for $250.00 and of the 
crucifix and candlesticks costing $35.00, but at 
present the designer(s) of the altar and reredos are 
unknown.”

From Up The Gatineau, Vol. 7 -- The Stone Church of St. 
Stephen by Karen J. Watson.



Artwork, windows and inside décor of St. Stephen’s Church 

Central ceiling painting of the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary (left) and  various  other frescoes in the church 
(angels, saints, apostles, etc ) were probably done around 
1910 by Giovanni Orler, an artist who emigrated to 
Canada from Italy.   

Below left, is the ceiling fresco at the entry of the church -
- the ‘eye of God’ within a triangle (symbol of the trinity); 
and right, one of the many angels found on the upper 
walls  of the altar/sanctuary area.



Left: Alleluia fresco located on the 
ceiling up in the loft . One interpretation 
could be that it represents Psalm 150:3 –
“Give praise with blasts upon the horn, 
praise him with harp and lyre.”

Right: One of the 12 Apostles found 
on the upper wall of the nave. St. 
Matthew is often depicted holding a 
pen and is thought to be the author of, 
or inspired the writing of, the first 
Gospel. 



Between 1910 and  1914, the twelve beautiful 
stained-glass windows and the three fan 
windows over the entry doors were installed.  
They were bought from The Luxfer Prism 
Company (1898-1980) of Toronto. 

The windows are remarkable for their detail, 
perspective and vibrant colour. The artists’  
reverence of the scenes is evidenced as none of 
the stabilizing bars cross the faces, hands or feet. 





The stained-glass windows were donated by families of the 
parish and whose names are inscribed on the windows. 

The church’s patron saint, St. Stephen is shown in the 
window overlooking the entrance of the church.  This saint, 
whose feast day is December 26th , was stoned to death and 
is known as the first Christian martyr.  He is also known as 
the patron saint of bricklayers. 



Every picture tells a story -- In medieval times, 
stained-glass windows were used by church leaders 
as a teaching aid and were referred to as “biblia
pauperum” which means “poor man’s bible”. 
Colourful illustrations depicting Bible stories were 
often used as a substitute for Bibles for many who 
could not read or write or afford books. The Nativity , 
a favourite story of children, is a recurrent theme in 
many stained-glass windows found in churches.     



The  14 Stations of the Cross located 
on both side walls of the nave were 
acquired around 1885 or 1886. 

These portraits were ‘gifted’ by the 
families of the parish of the time, each 
one bearing the name of  the donor.

Each of the scenes, in ornate 
antique gold framing, bears the 
lithographer’s name : “Lith de Turgis à
Paris” (below). 



Left: It was during Rev. Martin J. 
Mooney’s pastorate (1947-1959) that 
the old pews were replaced with the 
new oak benches we see today .

Right: A mix of the old and the new can be 
found up in the choir loft.



Although the Church building is 134 years old 
the parish was established in 1845. 

Over the 168 years of the parish, St. Stephen’s 
has had a total of 25 parish priests.

In 1980, Monsignor Théoret introduced holding 
a Sunday mass in French which has continued to 
this day.

Of note: 

“St. Stephen’s Church contains the only crypt burial in 
Chelsea: Father Hughes who served as pastor from 
1845 to 1859, is buried in the earth under the 
chancel.” 

Quoted from:   “In  Memory of Chelsea’s Historic Cemeteries” – by Carol 
Martin (2005) – Page 62

(The chancel is the space around the altar in the sanctuary.)



The Rectory now Chelsea’s ‘La Fab’ Arts Centre 

The historic brick rectory with its distinctive tower and conical 
roof was built around 1896 on the site of the original building 
erected some 50 years earlier and which was lost in a fire. 
The rectory was home to a number of Parish priests including 
the longest resident Father Francis Brennan, who served the 
Catholic congregation from 1959 to 1978. 

The striking tower offers three floors of views of the church, 
the grounds and village from its nine windows. 

The two photos taken 120 years apart show changes to the landscape 
and building while the tower section remains mostly as originally built. 

In 2010 the Rectory was slated to be demolished however a group 
of local artists took on the project to repurpose and renovate the 
building. 

In late 2012, it re-opened as ‘La Fab’ – a community arts and 
cultural centre. The building hosts several artists’ studios, a gallery 
and a boutique and is leased to the centre’s artistic cooperative 
from the Fabrique of St. Stephen’s Parish.   

Left : The re-built rectory in 1896. Photo Gatineau Valley Historical Society GVHS 
02690.001 



The Stables of St. Stephen’s 

It is unknown when the red ochre building located directly behind 
the Rectory was constructed. Presently used for storage it once 
housed the transportation options  – horses and vehicles – for the 
priests of the day.  

Inside the stables on the right-hand side of the building, the three 
stalls still bear the names of the last residents – Peggy, Flash and 
Tammy who resided there during Father André Gauvreau’s time as 
Parish Priest (1983-1991). 

It is interesting to note that in earlier times St. Stephen (the   
church’s patron saint) was venerated as the patron of horses. In 
many rural sections of Europe, horses are still blessed in front of the 
church on St. Stephen’s day – December 26th and in some countries 
the traditional ‘ride of Stephen’s Day’ continues which refers to a 
sleigh ride with horses.  



Thank you for visiting St. Stephen’s. Please come again. 

One generation praises your deeds 
to the next and proclaims your 
mighty works.  ~ Psalm 145:4



Reference Notes/Sources:

 Up the Gatineau!, Vols 2,5 & 7 (related articles 1976, 
1979 & 1981)

 St. Stephen’s Church, Old Chelsea by Patrick M. O. 
Evans 1988 (Gatineau Valley Historical Society 
website)

 Touring the Two Chelseas by R.A.J. Phillips 1991

 The History of St. Stephen’s Parish,  presentation by 
Larry Dufour to the Historical Society of the Gatineau, 
1996

 In Memory of Chelsea’s Historic Cemeteries by Carol 
Martin (2005)

 Various Catholic websites for Bible psalms and other 
information.

 St. Stephen’s Parish website: http://www.st-
stephen.ca/

 St. Joseph’s Co-Cathedral, Burlington VT website and  
Parochial Vicar (via e-mail)

 Paccard Bell Foundry, France website 
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